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Creating connections. Victoria Gray has spent her
career collecting the names of creative individuals
from all walks of life. Now she's using those
contacts to inspire some of the most promising
students in the United States.

Last manth, Gray brought four Mobelists, three
Pulitzer Prize winners, one LS. senator, and four
dozen other high achievers to the Stanford Linear
Accelerator Center (SLAC) in Menlo Park, California,
for a weekend with 127 high-school students. The
goal of the conference, entitled "Adventures of the
Mind,” was to help students maximize their potential
by acquainting them with the life stories of great
achievers, says Gray, who trained as a lawyer and
whio lives inWashingten, D.C. Invitees including Michael Calderbank of Princeton High School in New
Jersey rubbed elbows with the likes of (left to right) Nabelist Leon Lederman, author Amy Tan, and
physicist Janet Conrad.

Gray solicits nominations and selects the students for the meeting—the first was held in Seattle
in 2003—with an eye to those from lower sociceconomic backgrounds. The funding comes from
private donors, and the mentors volunteer their time. "They know that through me they can reach
the right kids and make a difference,” Gray says, "and have fun.”
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Students embark on intellectual adventure
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ADVENTURE: ‘Life stories of great achievers can serve as road maps’
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